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2026 Program
Welcoming Australia Symposium
Think Systemically, Act Locally
National Wine Centre, Adelaide SA

	 Wednesday 20 May   |   MC — Janice Petersen, Presenter SBS

8:00	 Event registration opens

9:00	 Welcome to Country   |   Cliffy ‘Tangku Munaitya’ Wilson

9:20	 Event Welcome   |   Hon Nadia Clancy, Minister for Multicultural Affairs 

9:30 	 Table Discussion 

9:45	 Since We Last Met   |   It Will Have To Be Us   |   Aleem Ali, CEO, Welcoming Australia 

10:00 	� First Nations Perspectives Keynote 
Multiple Views Through a First Nations Lens    |   Dana Shen, Director, DS Consulting 

11.00	 Morning Tea

11:25 	� Is a Welcoming Australia Possible?   |   What Will it Take to Build an Australia Where 
Everyone Belongs and Thrives?   |   Aleem Ali, CEO, Welcoming Australia   |    
Nader Ibrahim, CEO, One Culture   |   Maria Dimopolous, CEO, SCoA   |    
Semira Julardzija, Deputy CEO, Australian Refugee Association (ARA)

12:10	 Table Discussion 

12:20	 Lunch

1:10	 �National Perspectives Keynote 
Courage and Commitment for Holding Middle Spaces   |   Mark Yettica-Paulson, Director, 
Super Native Unlimited 

2:10 	 Table Discussion

2:20	 �Racial Dignity Framework Workshop   |   Kathomi Gatwiri, Professor in Social Work, 
Flinders University 

3:20 	 Afternoon Tea 

3:35	 �Growing Economic Participation Through Community Partnerships   |   Building Local 
Economies That Include Everyone   |   George Osborne, Manager, Economic Development, 
Hume City Council   |   Kimberley Goh, Founder, Migrant Women Professional Network   |   
Renee King, Regional Welcoming Workplaces Coordinator, Welcoming Australia   |    
Dr Sonja Hood AM, CEO, Scanlon Foundation

4:20	 �Welcoming Workplaces Standard Launch   |   Let’s Talk About Employer-Readiness   |   
Carmen Garcia, CEO, Community Corporate   |   Ken Dachi, Welcoming Workplaces 
Coordinator, Welcoming Australia 

4:30 	 Day 1 Close

am

pm

pm

Join the conversation online:
#WASymposium2026
 #15YearsOfWelcoming
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	 Thursday 21 May   |   MC — Janice Petersen, Presenter SBS

8:30	 Registration Opens

9:00	 �Opening Provocation   |   Are We Good Neighbours?   |   Rosaline Parker, Community Leader 
and Grassroots Advocate

9:30	� Global Perspectives Keynote  
Messaging, Meaning and Mobilising   |    
Anat Shenker-Osorio, Founder ASO Communications

10:30	 Table Discussion

10:40 	 Morning Tea 

11:00	 �Community Building Through Storytelling   |   Sharing an Inclusive National Story That 
Reflects the Reality of Our Communities   |   May Sabet, Educator and Community 
Development Practitioner   |   Muzafar Ali, CEO, Cisarua Learning   |   Samah Shda, CEO  
and Founder, Unbound Stories   |   Argyro Vourdoumpa, Project Manager, Community 
Services, AMRC 

11:50	 Movement Break

12:00	 �Australian Leaders Connected to the World   |   The Power of Local Leaders With Global 
Perspective   |   Arian Rezaei, Business Owner and Community Leader   |   Noor Azizah, 
Rohingya Human Rights Advocate   |   Lucy Santisteban Avella, Colombian-Australian 
Community Advocate

12:50 	 Lunch

1:40	 �Beyond the Boundary   |   From Tokenism to Inclusion in Australian Sport   |   Rana Hussain, 
Inclusion and Belonging Leader   |   Bharat Sundaresan, Cricket Commentator and Writer   | 
Patrick Johnson OLY, Culture and Safety Advisor, Sport Integrity Australia   |    
Maia Tua-Davidson, Manager, Welcoming Clubs, Welcoming Australia 

2:30	 Afternoon Tea 

2:50	 �Stories of Welcome   |   Getting On With It In Communities   |   Feifei Liao, Founder and 
Executive Director, Our Point 3   |   Sharin Milner, Founder, Phoenix Basketball Club   |    
Irfan Hashmi, Australian of the Year 2025 SA Local Hero

3:50	 Closing Address   |   Aleem Ali, CEO, Welcoming Australia

4:00	 Symposium Close pm

pm

am

Join the conversation online:
#WASymposium2026
 #15YearsOfWelcoming


